What is claimed: 

L A method of screening a candidate molecule to identify its ability to inhibit or 

prevent the dissociation of a TACI/T^CI-L complex, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

a. forming said TACI/TACI-L cojmplex or a TACI/TACI-L fragment 



2. 



b. 



c. 



d. 



e. 



complex in the absence of said 
adding said candidate molecule 
L complex or said TACI/TAC 
changing the conditions of sai 
said candidate molecule, said 



candidate molecule; 

to a medium containing said TACI/TACI- 
-L fragment complex; 
medium so that, but for the presence of 
.CI or TACI fragments, would be released 



from the complex; 

measuring the concentration of free or bound said TACI, TACI-L or 
fragments thereof; and 
determining the dissociation codsterft of said TACI/TACI-L complex or 
said TACI/TACI-L fragment complex and comparing said constant to a 
dissociation constant of a TACI/TACI-L complex or TACI/TACI-L 
fragment complex measurec/in a\medium not containing the candidate 
molecule. 



toNidentify its ability to inhibit a 
rising the steps of: 
adding TACI to a medium containing TACI-L and said candidate 
molecule, wherein one of either sai^ TACI or said TACI-L is labeled and 
the other is bound; 

measuring the level of signal produced; and 

comparing the level of signal produced in step (b) to the level of signal 
produced by a TACI/TACI-L complei or TACI/TACI-L fragment 
complex formed with said labeled TA^I or TACI-L in the absence of said 
candidate molecule; 

wherein diminished levels of signal produced in step (bjyindicate that said candidate 
molecule inhibited said TACI/TACI-L complex. 



A method of screening a candidate 
TACI/TACI-L complex, said met 
a. 



b. 
c. 
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A method of screening a candidate molecule to identify its ability to mimic the 
biological activity of the TACI/TACI-L complex, said method comprising the 
steps of : \ 

a. determining if said candidate molecule binds to TACI, TACI-L or fragments 

thereof; \ 

b. adding said candidate molecule to a biological assay to determine its biological 
effects; and \ 

c. comparing said biological effects of said candidate molecule with the 
biological effects of said Ti4ci/TACI-L complex or a TACI/TACI-L fragment 
complex. \ 

A method of screening a candidate molecule to identify its ability to be useful in 
the treatment of diseases modulated by the TACI/TACI-L complex, said method 
comprising the steps of: I 

a. forming said TACI/TACI-L complex or a TACI/TACI-L fragment 
complex in the absence of skid candidate molecule; 

b. adding said candidate moledule tp^a^medium containing said TACI/TACI- 
L complex or said TACI/TAO-L fragment complex; 

c. changing the conditions of ^alid medium so that, but for the presence of 
said candidate molecule, s4idu\ACI or TACI fragments, would be released 
from said TACJ/TACI-y comjblex or said TACI/TACI-L fragment 
complex; / \ 

d. measuring the concentration of free or bound said TACI, TACI-L or 
fragments thereof; and! \ 

e. determining the dissociation constant of said TACI/TACI-L complex or 
said TACI/TACI-L fragment complex and comparing said constant to a 
dissociation constant of a TACI/TACI-L complex or TACI/TACI-L 
fragment complex measured in a medium not containing the candidate 
molecule. \ 



A method of screening a candidate molecule to identify its ability to be useful in 
the treatment of diseases modulated by the TACI/TACI-L complex, said method 
comprising the steps of: \ 
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a. 



b. 
c. 



* 



• 



adding TACI to a medium containing TACI-L and said candidate 
molecule, wherfein one of either said TACI or said TACI-L is labeled and 
the other is bound; 

measuring the lavel of signal produced; and 

comparing the livel of signal produced in step (b) to the level of signal 
produced by a tWcI/TACI-L complex or TACI/TACI-L fragment 
complex formedlwith said labeled TACI or TACI-L in the absence of said 
candidate molecule. 



A method of screening a Candidate molecule to identify its ability to be useful in 
the treatment of diseases Aiodulated by the TACI/TACI-L complex, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

a. determining if said candidate molecule binds to TACI or TACI-L; 

b. adding said candidate mfclepule to a biological assay to determine its biological 
effects; and 

c. comparing the biologi6al effects of said candidate molecule with the 
biological effects o/said\TACIATACI-L complex or a TACI/TACI-L fragment 
complex. 



The method of any tfne of 
selected from a gro 



s 1 through 6 in which the candidate molecule is 
of a small molecule, antibody, or peptide. 



p consisting 



The method of claims 1,3,4 or^in which either TACI or TACI-L, or fragments 
thereof, is labeled. 



The method of any one of claims lVhrough 6, in which at least one fragment of 
said TACI/TACI-L fragment complex is soluble. 



The method of any one of claims 1 thrdugh 6, in which said TACI/TACI-L * 
complex is comprised of the sequence olfSEQ. ID. NO.:2 and the sequence of 
SEQ. ID. NO.:4. 
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A method of screening a candidate molecule to identify its ability to inhibit 
(antagonize) or agonize a TACuTACI-L complex, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

lecule to a medium which contains cells 
s expressing TACI-L; 

said medium so that, but for the presence of 
said TACI/TACI-L complex and/or a 



(a) 
(b) 



(c) 
(d) 



adding said candidate mc 
expressing TACI and eel 
changing the conditions c 
said candidate molecule, 



determining the level of 
and/or said TACI/TA 



TACI/TACI-L fragment c omplex would be formed; 

logical activity of said TACI/TACI-L complex 
gment complex formed in said medium; and 
comparing the level ot bic logical activity of step (c) with the level of 
biological activity that occ irs in said medium in the absence of said 
candidate moleculej 



An antagonist as identified by the method of claim 11. 



An agonist as identified by the method of claim 11. 



A method of modulating an intracellular signaling cascade mediated by the 
TACI/TACI-L complex in a mammahcomprising administering to such a 
mammal an effective amount of an agonist or an antagonist of the TACI/TACI-L 
complex. 



Ui/ 
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